
WINTER 2017

Welcome to the Winter issue 
of our newsletter. We’ve 
handpicked a juicy selection of 
thrilling new titles to ignite fresh 
ideas and incite curiosity – just 
in time for those cosy winter 
nights. We’ve also featured new 
titles from authors appearing at 
the Auckland Writers Festival. 
You’ll know when you see:         
Dive in!
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Torpor -- Chris Kraus 
$23, pb, Tusksar Rock 

With her characteristic melding of autobiography, fiction and theory, Chris 
Kraus has written a companion to I Love Dick that is equally open, analytical 
and peppered with dark humour. Torpor follows Sylvie Green, a filmmaker 
unrecognised by the art world, and Jerome Shafir, an academic of unmerited 
success, as they attempt to adopt a Romanian orphan in an effort to salvage their 
marriage. 

The New Animals -- Pip Adam 
$30, pb, Victoria University Press 

From one of our edgiest writers comes a bitingly contemporary and kick-arse 
novel set in Auckland’s fashion world. The New Animals follows tired and cynical 
Generation Xers Carla, Sharon and Duey along with earnest millenials Tommy, 
Cal and Kurt – all who are navigating their way through modern life. A thrillingly 
knowing insider’s look at social media, culture and where consumerism leads us.

I’d Die For You And Other Lost Stories -- F. Scott Fitzgerald  
$40, hb, Simon & Schuster

F. Scott Fitzgerald received 122 rejection slips for stories he submitted to 
magazines because instead of the glitzy tales of flappers the publications wanted, 
they instead got bleaker pieces about divorce, loneliness, mental health and the 
war as Fitzgerald's writing style darkened. Each of these previously unpublished 
stories is preceded by a note from the editor, showing Fitzgerald in a new context.

Black Marks on the White Page -- Edited by Witi Ihimaera and Tina Makereti  
$40, hb, Vintage

Albert Wendt, Courtney Sina Meredith, Tusiata Avia, Patricia Grace and Sia Figel 
are just some of the great authors who feature in this collection. Witi Ihimaera 
and Tina Makereti have gathered a superb range of new and uncollected stories 
and novel excerpts to create a lively conversation of 21st century stories of Maori 
and Pasifika writers.

The Chalk Artist -- Allegra Goodman                                                                         
$33, pb, Atlantic

A young creative college dropout who beautifies the streets with his chalk 
drawings, the daughter of a tech mogul and her gaming obsessed pupil come 
together in this novel, which is set in a small town dominated by the gaming 
company Arkadia. What happens when an alternative reality takes over one boy's 
life? The Chalk Artist examines the essence and place of art in contemporary 
culture. 
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Five Strings -- Apirana Taylor  
$35, pb, Anahera Press

With grittiness, emotional truth and humour, Five Strings tells the story of Mack, 
a larger-than-life street philosopher, and Puti, an ex-gang member, who are 
scraping by on the fringes of New Zealand society but eager for something more 
beyond the haze of smoke and alcohol. Life with all its highs and lows, from 
friendships to material poverty is handled with a powerful lyricism. 

Anything is Possible -- Elizabeth Strout                                                                    
$35, hb, Viking

With her trademark understated elegance and observational gaze, Elizabeth 
Strout returns to her character Lucy Barton, a successful New York writer who 
returns home to re-connect with her family in rural Illinois. A series of masterly 
interconnected threads skillfully explores the unshakable link of family. 

The Ministry of Utmost Happiness -- Arundhati Roy  
$38, pb, Hamish Hamilton

Arundhati Roy won the 1997 Booker Prize for her exquisite debut novel The 
God of Small Things. Twenty years later comes her second novel - an intimate 
journey across the Indian subcontinent - from the cramped neighbourhoods of 
Old Delhi and the glittering malls of the burgeoning new metropolis to the snowy 
mountains and valleys of Kashmir.

The Suicide Club -- Sarah Quigley  
$38, pb, Vintage

This tender novel looks at one of society's biggest taboos, coming back from 
the edge of crisis, saving loved ones and what it means to connect. Three gifted 
misfits travel from England to a beautiful old spa town in Bavaria. Under the 
watch of the eccentric Dr Geoffrey at an experimental institution, the three are 
put to the test.

The Answers -- Catherine Lacey  
$33, pb, Granta

We adored the glassy cool of Catherine Lacey's debut novel Nobody is Ever 
Missing and have been eagerly anticipating more from her.  
Broke and in desperate need of cash, Mary is enlisted as the “emotional 
girlfriend” when she signs up to an eccentric actor's 'Girlfriend Experiment' - a 
venture to find the perfect relationship where he pays different women to fulfill 
distinctive roles. 
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Before We Sleep -- Jeffrey Lent  
$33, hb, Bloomsbury

Personal and social conflicts are masterfully intertwined in this nuanced 
intergenerational story about a Vermont family that spans from WWII to the 
1960s. When Katey discovers that Oliver, the man who raised her isn't her father, 
she leaves home with a packet of letters addressed to her mother from an old 
Army mate of Oliver's, in the hope of piecing together the truth.

The 7th Function of Language -- Laurent Binet  
$35, pb, Harvill Secker

From the author of HHhH comes a madcap imagination of the French 
intelligentsia. When philosopher and literary critic Roland Barthes is hit by a 
van and killed, it is speculated that his death wasn't an accident. Police detective 
Jacques Bayard discovers a lost manuscript by the linguist Roman Jakobson 
on the mysterious 'seventh function of language'. Philosophers Derrida, Eco, 
Foucault, Kristerva also appear in this romp.

House of Names -- Colm Tóibín  
$35, hb, Picador

Tackling universal and timeless themes of failure, loss, loneliness and repression, 
this is Colm Tóibín's dazzlingly inventive re-telling of the ancient Greek tale of 
Clytemnestra, who kills her husband Agamemnon to avenge the death of their 
daughter Iphigenia, and her son Orestes, who kills her in turn to avenge his 
father's death. Phew!

Heloise -- Mandy Hager                                                                                                   
$38, pb, Penguin

This is the heady tale of 12th century famous French lovers. Heloise is a 
determined young woman with an exceptional mind, longing to pursue education 
rather than marriage or life as a cloistered nun. Her path crosses Peter Abelard, 
the celebrity philosopher, theologian and master at Paris' famed Cathedral 
School. Needless to say, sparks fly when these two brilliant minds meet in this 
vivid evocation. 

Lifting -- Damien Wilkins  
$30, pb, Victoria University Press

Cutty's, the grandest and most iconic department store in the country is closing 
down. So where does that leave skilled store detective Amy, who has a baby, an 
unwell mother, a substantial mortgage, and an interesting past when she and 
other activists attempted to sabotage a pig farm? Lifting explores the peculiar 
things people do when placed under pressure.
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Sport 45 -- Edited by Fergus Barrowman, Kirsten McDougall and Ashleigh 
Young 
$30, pb, Fergus Barrowman

A literary journal we look forward to every year, Sport needs no 
introduction. This 45th edition features Moulin d'Ornes, a novella by new 
writer Nicole Phillipson, a chapter from John Newton's forthcoming history 
of New Zealand literature, new essays, new poetry and fiction by David 
Coventry and Tracey Slaughter, all trussed up in a cover by artist Sam 
Duckor-Jones. 

Madame Zero -- Sarah Hall  
$33, pb, Faber

From the author of the Man Booker Prize-shortlisted The Wolf Border 
comes this collection of nine incandescent stories which explore the female 
experience while examining the human soul. A husband’s wife transforms 
into a vulpine, a social worker struggles with a foster child raised in a 
commune, and a new mother runs into an old lover. 

Landfall 233 -- Edited by David Eggleton 
$30, pb, Otago University Press

You won't want to miss this special 70th anniversary edition of Landfall, 
New Zealand's long-running arts and literary journal. Featuring thoughtful 
essays from former Landfall editors and the results of the Charles Brasch 
Young Writers' Essay Competition, this issue also features new non fiction, 
poetry, fiction, art and reviews from some of our best contemporary writers, 
thinkers and artists. 

Night Horse -- Elizabeth Smither  
$25, pb, Auckland University Press

This is the eighteenth collection of poetry from New Plymouth poet 
Elizabeth Smither. Dealing with mothers and daughters, cats and horses, 
books and bowls, slippers and shirts, these richly rendered poems are funny, 
winsome and always charming. “Her work is replete with a humanity that 
draws the reader in, moves us and stays with us.” - Diana Bridge.

UNITY BOOKS 5

FICTION & POETRY 

AWF

http://www.unitybooksonline.co.nz/nz-fiction/nz-anthologies/sport-45
http://www.unitybooksonline.co.nz/nz-fiction/nz-poetry/night-horse
http://www.unitybooksonline.co.nz/fiction-and-poetry/short-stories/madame-zero
http://www.unitybooksonline.co.nz/nz-fiction/nz-anthologies/landfall-233-70th-anniversary-issue


Between Them: Remembering My Parents -- Richard Ford 
$23, hb, Bloomsbury

Celebrated novelist Richard Ford recently found himself wondering about his 
parents’ early lives. What followed was a process of investigation, piecing together 
oral histories, memories and primary documents. Ford’s book is a personal story, 
and a cultural history of the mid 20th century. It is a meditation on lives lived and 
shared. 

Queer City: Gay London from the Romans to the Present Day -- Peter Ackroyd  
$38, pb, Chatto & Windus

Exemplary chronicler of London, Peter Ackroyd explores the city through a 
new lens in this spirited celebration of London's sexual diversity in a historical 
context. Queer City is a heady adventure though the hidden corners of London 
from the public pleasure houses, brothels and hot baths, to the coffee bars of the 
sixties, through to gay liberation, disco music and the AIDS crisis.
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The White Boy Shuffle, Slumberland, 
Tuff -- Paul Beatty 
$23 each, pb, Oneworld

Paul Beatty's sensational Man Booker 
Prize-winning novel The Sellout 
impressed us with its sharp and bitingly 
satirical take on the hypocrisies of 
contemporary America. We now 
welcome new editions of three Beatty 
backlist titles, Tuff, The White Boy Shuffle 
and Slumberland. Laugh-out-loud 
funny, brutal and streetwise, Beatty's 
writing places him as a fiercely eloquent 
commentator on race and American 
society. 

AWF

Theft By Finding: Diaries Volume One -- David Sedaris 
$38, pb, Little Brown

Known mainly as an essayist and broadcaster, David Sedaris has been a 
compulsive diarist since the 1970s. This first collection of his diaries tracks the 
young Sedaris from itinerant drug-fuelled apple picking through experimental art 
school all the way to beginning to write for a living. Observational, hilarious and 
cuttingly honest, Theft by Finding is a memoir extraordinaire. 

http://www.unitybooksonline.co.nz/reference-travel-and-sport/essays-and-letters/between-them-remembering-my-parents
http://www.unitybooksonline.co.nz/feminism-gender-studies-and-glbtii/feminism-gender-studies-and-glbtii/queer-city-gay-london-from-romans-to-the-present-day-1
http://www.unitybooksonline.co.nz/fiction-and-poetry/world-fiction/white-boy-shuffle-1
http://www.unitybooksonline.co.nz/fiction-and-poetry/world-fiction/tuff-1
http://www.unitybooksonline.co.nz/fiction-and-poetry/world-fiction/slumberland-1
http://www.unitybooksonline.co.nz/biography-and-true-stories/literary-biographies/theft-by-finding-diaries-1977-2002


The Surreal Life of Leonora Carrington -- Joanna Moorhead  
$40, pb, Virago

Armed with a strong will and even stronger world view, Surrealist artist and 
novelist Leonora Carrington carved her way through the male dominated South 
American art and literary worlds. Seventy years later, journalist Joanna Moorhead 
unearthed the family connection and was drawn to the story of a life lived at full 
tilt during socially and politically turbulent times.

Jane Austen at Home: A Biography -- Lucy Worsley  
$38, pb, Hodder & Stoughton

Do you really know Jane Austen? Yes, she is a keystone of the modern novel, 
but Lucy Worsley’s charming and intimate biography reveals a woman of great 
passion and humour as well as refinement. She was quietly resolute in her desire 
to live according to her own rights; a non-conformist woman of independent 
thought who appeared to live within societal conventions. 

You Do Not Travel in China at the Full Moon: Agnes Moncrieff 's Letters From 
China, 1930–1945 -- Edited by Barbara Francis 
$50, hb, Victoria University Press

In 1938 Agnes (Nessie) Moncrieff, as NZ’s foreign secretary to the YWCA of 
China, wrote ‘You do not travel in China at the full moon if you can help. There 
are always air raids.’ Drawn from hundreds of letters Moncrieff ’s fascinating 
observations of Asian military strategies, and her humanitarian work in China, 
during that era offer remarkable insight.

The Return: Fathers, Sons and the Land in Between -- Hisham Matar 
$28, pb, Penguin

In 1979 Libyan security forces kidnapped Matar’s father in Cairo, ripping the 
heart from his family. After Gadaffi’s death in 2011, Matar returned to Libya to 
chase the rumours of his father’s life and possible death, to reconcile his family 
history with that of the country of his birth. A rare and beautiful reflection on 
time, family and loss.

Admissions: A Life in Brain Surgery -- Henry Marsh  
$38, pb, Weidenfeld & Nicolson

As Henry Marsh heads towards the end of his career he reflects on a life spent 
on the surgical frontline, the changes in practice and on himself. The bestselling 
author of Do No Harm, delves deep in this incredibly personal and affecting 
memoir, ruminating on what is yet to come and what really matters to us all in 
the end.  
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The Secret Life: Three True Stories -- Andrew O'Hagan  
$33, pb, Faber

This trio of essays explores the murky boundaries between the real and digital 
worlds. 'Ghosting' looks at infamous Wikileaks founder Julian Assange; 'The 
Satoshi Affair' examines Australian web developer Craig Wright - possibly the 
inventor of the digital currency bitcoin; and in 'The Invention of Ronnie Pinn', 
O'Hagan assumes the identity of a deceased man to construct a completely new 
cyberspace personality.

Doughnut Economics: Seven Ways to Think Like a 21st Century Economist 
Kate Raworth -- $40, pb, Cornerstone

A round, sugary deep-fried snack may seem like a peculiar metaphor for 
humanity's aspirations, but when economist Kate Raworth drew a diagram of a 
social foundation of well-being that nobody should fall below and an ecological 
ceiling of planetary pressure that we should not go beyond with a safe space for 
all between the two, she found it looked just like a doughnut. Hence, doughnut 
economics!

Faster, Higher, Farther: The Inside Story of the Volkswagen Scandal -- Jack 
Ewing  
$38, pb, Bantam

In 2016, the US Federal Trade Commission sued German car manufacturer 
Volkswagen for false advertising, having found that Volkswagen's “clean 
diesel” vehicles were less environmentally friendly than advertised. This is an 
investigative look into the scandal of “the people's car” by the journalist who 
covered the shocking and sordid tale of greed for the New York Times. 

Bike Nation: How Cycling Can Save the World -- Peter Walker  
$40, pb, Yellow Jersey Press

Drivers, give way! A turning point has come for cyclists in big cities. We all desire 
a healthier, safer, and human-friendly society. In Bike Nation, Guardian political 
correspondent Peter Walker compares nations where cycling culture is fully 
embraced (Copenhagen and Amsterdam) to the less than welcoming roads of 
Britain, USA and Australia, and investigates how cycling can make the world a 
better place.
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Blind Spot -- Teju Cole 
$45, hb, Faber

Don't miss Teju Cole at the AWF! For lovers of the visual arts, critical theory 
and literature comes this ravishing photographic essay/diary of Cole's years of 
near-constant travel: from a park in Berlin to a mountain range in Switzerland, 
a church exterior in Lagos to a parking lot in Brooklyn; landscapes, beautiful or 
quotidian, that inspire Cole’s memories, fantasies, and introspections.
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Confessions of a Recovering Environmentalist -- Paul Kingsnorth  
$37, pb, Faber

Former green activist Paul Kingsnorth presents an articulate argument for 
“un-civilisation” in an age where the ice caps are melting, the seas are rising, the 
topsoil is vanishing, the rainforests are rapidly diminishing while the human 
population is soaring and animal and plant species are dwindling. A thoughtful 
and fearless but ultimately hopeful collection of essays.

Tōtara: A Natural and Cultural History -- Philip Simpson  
$75, hb, Auckland University Press

Taking a roots up approach to the stories a plant can tell about itself and its 
surroundings, botanist and historian Philip Simpson tracks the role of the Tōtara 
tree in the landscapes of Aotearoa. At the heart of the book are the stories of 
human interaction with these trees, and how that process of engagement has 
changed over the last thousand years.

Home: New Writing -- edited by Thom Conroy  
$40, pb, Massey University Press

What is home when it’s a doorway on a city street because you are homeless? And 
what is home for urban Māori returning to their tribal lands? Twenty-two of our 
finest writers come together in this thoughtful and pertinent collection of non 
fiction pieces which explore the theme of 'home'. The art of the essay is in sharp 
form.
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Hidden Nature: A Voyage of Discovery -- Alys Fowler 
$40, pb, Hodder & Stoughton

Driven by her desire for a change from predictable city life, Alys Fowler, 
gardening columnist for the Guardian, took to the waterways of Birmingham in 
an inflatable pack raft. Here she chronicles her waterborne journeys, through the 
tenacious wildlife, the flotsam and jetsam, and the fringe lifestyles associated with 
Britain’s canals.

Shark Drunk: The Art of Catching a Large Shark from a Tiny Rubber Dinghy 
in a Big Ocean -- Morten Stroksnes - $40, hb, Jonathan Cape

The Greenland shark weighs more than a tonne, can live for 200 years, and its 
fluorescent green, parasite-covered eyes are said to hypnotise its prey. In a rubber 
dinghy, Morten Stroksnes and his friend Hugo set out in pursuit of this enigmatic 
creature. Drawing on science, poetry, history, ecology and mythology, Shark 
Drunk is the story of their quixotic quest. 
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A Crack in Creation: The New Power to Control Evolution                                        
Jennifer Doudna and Samuel Sternberg 
$40, pb, Bodley Head

Have you heard of CRISPR? If you haven’t, you will soon. In the last five years 
gene editing technology has exploded, and over the coming few years advances 
are going to be made that will, quite literally, change the world. Jennifer Doudna, 
instrumental in discovering CRISPR, describes its development and speculates on 
the future use and ethics of this remarkable technology.

Reality is Not What it Seems: The Journey to Quantum Gravity -- Carlo 
Rovelli 
$30, pb, Penguin

Carlo Rovelli’s guide to some of the key developments in physics throughout 
history is new to paperback this season. From the ancient Greek philosophers to 
loop quantum gravity, Rovelli writes thoughtfully for those curious minds that 
don’t necessarily speak physics as a first language. He also highlights the evolution 
of scientific thinking and the beauty of discovery.

The Greatest Story Ever Told… So Far -- Lawrence Krauss  
$38, pb, Simon & Schuster

Our universe as described by Lawrence Krauss begins thus: “In the beginning 
there was light but more than this, there was gravity. After that, all hell broke 
loose... “. In this history of the Standard Model of Physics, Krauss opens up our 
eyes again to our physical universe which exists in complete apposition to any of 
our human intuitions and sensations.

Astrophysics for People in a Hurry -- Neil deGrasse Tyson  
$38, pb, WW Norton & Co

Neil deGrasse Tyson brings the universe down to Earth succinctly and clearly, 
with sparkling wit in digestible chapters. Astrophysics for People in a Hurry reveals 
what you need to be fluent and ready for the next cosmic headlines: from the Big 
Bang to black holes, from quarks to quantum mechanics and from the search for 
planets to the search for life in the universe.

Caesar’s Last Breath: The Epic Story of the Air Around Us -- Sam Kean 
$40, pb, Doubleday

We’re blessed with books on just about any subject you can imagine, and here’s 
another one for your reading list: the story of the air we breathe. This book traces 
the alchemy of our atmosphere unveiling stories that range from the chemical 
to the historical. It will change the way you think about that most ordinary of 
functions.
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Roots, Radicals and Rockers: How Skiffle Changed the World -- Billy 
Bragg 
$45, hb, Faber

In this work of musical and social history, music maverick Billy Bragg 
explores the “particularly British” music genre of skiffle. A guitar 
dominated renegade blend of blues, jazz and folk, skiffle preceded punk. 
But this music was also responsible for giving us Paul McCartney, Mick 
Jagger, David Bowie, and the phenomenon of ‘the teenager'.

50 Years of Rolling Stone: The Music, Politics and People that Changed 
Our Culture -- Jann S. Wenner  
$95, hb, Abrams

In this biography of Rolling Stone, Jann S. Wenner uses a decade-by-
decade approach to tell a story of the 20th century through the magazine 
that was there for the ride. The book is a mixture of extracts, interviews 
and photographs from the magazine, mixed in with contemporary 
observations to create a beautiful and confronting retrospective on fifty 
years of massive change.

Art Sex Music -- Cosey Fanni Tutti  
$40, pb, Faber

A stunning and frank memoir from Cosey Fanni Tutti – musician, artist, 
pornographic model and striptease artiste of worldwide renown whose 
groundbreaking and controversial work challenged assumptions about 
morality, erotica and art. Hitting the scene in 1976, breaking boundaries 
and shocking the establishment, her work continues to be held at the 
vanguard of contemporary art.

Shake it Up: Great American Writing from Elvis to Jay Z: A Library 
of America Special Publication -- edited by Jonathan Lethem & Kevin 
Dettmar  
$75, hb, Library of America

Jonathan Lethem and Kevin Dettmar offer half a century of music writing 
by the most outspoken North American music critics reporting on their 
favourite contemporary rock and pop artists. A retrospective example of 
the energetic relationships between artists and critics, and of course the 
lovin’ audience.
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The Tragedy of Liberation: A History of the Chinese Revolution 1945-1957     
Frank Dikotter 
$22, pb, Bloomsbury

The Tragedy of Liberation covers a period previously seen as comparatively 
hopeful in China’s tumultuous history: the early days of the People’s Republic. In 
this unsettling but enlightening read, Frank Dikotter reveals that the brutality, 
indoctrination and deprivation of the later years (discussed in his preceding book, 
Mao’s Great Famine) were formidably present from the revolution’s beginnings. 

No is Not Enough: Resisting Trump’s Shock Politics and Winning the World We Need 
Naomi Klein  
$35, pb, Allen Lane

Written in a matter of months but underpinned by decades of research, No is Not 
Enough provides an urgent analysis of Donald Trump’s rise to power, a look into what 
crises may follow, and a manifesto for creating change. Naomi Klein, esteemed writer 
and activist and winner of the 2016 Sydney Peace Prize, invites us to take a step out of 
the chaos and think deeply and strategically about where to go from here.

Superfast Primetime Ultimate Nation: The Relentless Invention of Modern India 
Adam Roberts  
$37, hb, Profile

Taking the country’s Prime Minister, Nahrendra Modi, as its focal point, Superfast 
Primetime Ultimate Nation examines both India’s immense potential and the many 
challenges it faces. Adam Roberts, former South Asia correspondent for the Economist, 
gathers information from as varied sources as streetside fortune-tellers and the Prime 
Minister himself to present an engaging and insightful look at this rapidly changing nation.

On Tyranny: Twenty Lessons from the Twentieth Century -- Timothy Snyder 
$24, pb, Bodley Head

On Tyranny offers a concise and easily applicable guide to upholding democracy 
in turbulent times. Reflecting on the rise of totalitarianism in the 20th century, 
Snyder proposes that simple acts such as to “make eye contact and small talk” or 
“listen for dangerous words” can be powerful enough to resist the encroachment 
of tyranny. A much needed call for courage, consideration and staying alert. 

Evicted: Poverty and Profit in the American City -- Matthew Desmond 
$30, pb, Penguin

Combining the detail and narrative momentum of a novel with meticulous 
research, Evicted studies the lives of eight families in Milwaukee going through 
the hardships of eviction. This monumental work, winner of the Pulitzer Prize for 
Nonfiction, helps us understand the significance of housing in relation to poverty. 
Tragic, compelling and illuminating: Evicted is essential reading. 
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White Trash: The 400-Year Untold History of Class in America -- Nancy 
Isenberg 
$35, pb, Penguin

Updated with a new preface covering the 2016 presidential election, White 
Trash investigates class in America from its colonial origins until the present 
day, dispelling the myth of the American Dream and uncovering the history of a 
poor, white underclass. With eloquence and a revelatory clarity, Nancy Isenberg 
exposes the insidious classism woven into the fabric of the land of opportunity. 

October: The Story of the Russian Revolution -- China Miéville  
$33, pb, Verso

Marking the centenary of the revolutions of 1917, China Miéville, best known 
for his works of fantasy and science fiction, brings a novelist’s eye to this pivotal 
moment in history. While recognising its catastrophic consequences, Miéville, 
a socialist activist with a PhD in International Relations, views the Russian 
Revolution as having held the potential for positive social change. 

A Bold and Dangerous Family: The Rossellis and the Fight Against Mussolini 
Caroline Moorehead  
$38, pb, Chatto and Windus

The third installment in “The Resistance Quartet” by acclaimed historian 
Caroline Moorehead, A Bold and Dangerous Family is a striking account of the 
aristocratic Rosselli family’s resolute opposition to Mussolini’s fascism in the early 
20th century. An electrifying story of courage and sacrifice in the face of brutal 
oppression by the state and a demoralising ambivalence from their peers. 

Pale Rider: The Spanish Flu of 1918 and How it Changed the World                    
Laura Spinney  
$40, pb, Jonathan Cape

Though it killed between 50 and 100 million people across the globe, the Spanish 
Flu is often overlooked when placed next to the horrors of the first and second 
world wars of the same century. Thoroughly researched across many fields and 
recounted from the perspective of those who survived it, Pale Rider draws new 
light to this devastating pandemic. 

Tūrangawaewae: Identity and Belonging in Aotearoa New 
Zealand -- Edited by Trudie Cain, Ella Kahu and Richard Shaw                                                                                         
$50, pb, Massey University Press

Based on the Māori concept of one’s “standing place”, Tūrangawaewae explores 
what it means to be a New Zealander in a post-Trump, post-Brexit age. 
Examining national myths, who we are in a global context and the diversities of 
personal and collective identities in Aotearoa, this book compels its readers to 
enquire more deeply into where they stand in this country.
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Assassin's Fate -- Robin Hobb 
$35, pb, HarperVoyager

The final book of Hobb’s Fitz and the Fool trilogy picks up the story 
of Bee and FitzChivalry in a moment of real crisis. Bee has been 
kidnapped by the shadowy figures who tortured the Fool for so long 
and now the chase begins. This latest trilogy weaves together threads 
of story from over a dozen novels to craft a stunning conclusion. 
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Borne -- Jeff VanderMeer 
$28, pb, Fourth Estate

Rachel is a scavenger, haunted by memories and surviving on 
discards from the gigantic flying bear which terrorises the ruined 
city she calls home. One mission yields a green lump which looks 
like nothing much, but grows into a metamorphic entity she names 
Borne. Is Borne a friend or should she allow her lover Wick to render 
it for tradeable materials?

Walkaway -- Cory Doctorow  
$35, pb, Head of Zeus

What happens in a post-scarcity world when anyone can print food, 
shelter and the basic necessities of life? Four “pioneers” decide to 
opt out of toil within the cities of the ultra-rich and enter the climate 
change ravaged empty lands – accidentally triggering a revolution 
when they discover one thing money can’t buy – a way to beat death.

The Rise and Fall of D.O.D.O. -- Neal Stephenson & Nicole Galland  
$37, pb, The Borough Press

Neal Stephenson brings the magic again. And the science and 
the time travel. You think you know how the world works? 
Think again. From Victorian England to the near future, the 
Department of Diachronic Operations is tasked with saving magic 
from industrialisation; but causality is vast, complex and deeply 
unpredictable. All the genius of Stephenson is on display with his new 
book.
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Wild Animals of the South -- Dieter Braun  
$45, hb, Flying Eye Books

Wild Animals of the North was a Unity customer and staff favourite for 2016 so 
we are thrilled there is a follow up, Wild Animals of the South! This gorgeous, 
oversized hardback combines stunning illustrations of animals found south of 
the equator, complete with fascinating facts and witty descriptions. A beautiful, 
intelligent book for young conservationists and animal lovers. 

Inspector Brunswick: The Case of the Missing Eyebrow -- Chris Sam Lam 
$28, hb, Tate Publishing

This gorgeously illustrated book about a cat and dog detective, searching the 
art museum for a missing eyebrow is published by the Tate and is a creative 
collaboration between two New Zealanders. This slapstick and page-turning 
romp introduces children to contemporary and classical art in a fresh and 
exciting way, as the two detectives search the paintings for clues. 

Safe & Sound -- Jean Roussen  
$28, hb, Flying Eye Books

Flying Eye is leading the field in children’s book illustration with a 
growing portfolio of jaw-dropping  artists from around the world. This 
rhyming collaboration between Jean Roussen and Loris Lora about 
baby animals and their homes is sweet and fresh. Who doesn’t like baby 
animals? Kangaroos! Crocodiles! Chipmunks! You can’t go wrong.

Release -- Patrick Ness 
$28, hb, Walker

Patrick Ness is a gift to young adult literature with his sophisticated, 
philosophical, genre-bending novels. Release was inspired by Virginia Woolf ’s 
Mrs Dalloway, and takes place over the course of a single, life changing day in 
Adam Thorne’s life. Ness has described this as his most personal book, which 
deals with themes of gay identity, ghosts and heartbreak. 

The Lotterys Plus One -- Emma Donoghue  
$18, pb, Macmillan

Nine-year-old Sumac is used to bossing the show in her massive family. Life is 
hectic but always fun and she’s looking forward to a long summer of freedom 
and games.  Then Grandpa comes to stay. Grumpy and belligerent, he turns 
everything upside down. How will they all cope? Emma Donoghue’s first novel 
for children is witty and full of heart. 

UNITY BOOKS 15

YOUNGER READERS

http://www.unitybooksonline.co.nz/childrens-and-young-adult/childrens-non-fiction/wild-animals-of-the-south
http://www.unitybooksonline.co.nz/childrens-and-young-adult/nz-picture-books/inspector-brunswick-the-case-of-the-missing-eyebrow
http://www.unitybooksonline.co.nz/childrens-and-young-adult/picture-books/safe-amp-sound
http://www.unitybooksonline.co.nz/childrens-and-young-adult/teen-fiction/Release
http://www.unitybooksonline.co.nz/childrens-and-young-adult/middle-readers/lotterys-plus-one


UNITYBOOKSONLINE.CO.NZ
Prices may change without notice.

UNITY BOOKS AUCKLAND
19 HIGH STREET 
AUCKLAND, 1010

09 307 0731
SHOP@UNITYBOOKSAUCKLAND.CO.NZ

UNITY BOOKS WELLINGTON
57 WILLIS STREET 

WELLINGTON, 6011
04 499 4245

WELLINGTON@UNITYBOOKS.CO.NZ

— MORE AWF BOOKS TO LOOK OUT FOR  —

Sign up to our events and newsletter
mailing lists by emailing either shop:

http://www.unitybooksonline.co.nz/fiction-and-poetry/short-stories/difficult-women
http://www.unitybooksonline.co.nz/fiction-and-poetry/world-fiction/lincoln-in-the-bardo
http://www.unitybooksonline.co.nz/fiction-and-poetry/world-fiction/green-road-1
http://www.unitybooksonline.co.nz/fiction-and-poetry/world-poetry/milk-amp-honey-1
http://www.unitybooksonline.co.nz/business-social-sciences-and-economics/Economics/how-to-speak-money-1
http://www.unitybooksonline.co.nz/science-health-and-nature/general-science/time-travel
http://www.unitybooksonline.co.nz/biography-and-true-stories/historical-biographies/in-the-darkroom
http://www.unitybooksonline.co.nz/business-social-sciences-and-economics/Economics/thank-you-for-being-late-an-optimist-39-s-guide-to-thriving-in-the-age-of-accelerations
http://www.unitybooksonline.co.nz/biography-and-true-stories/historical-biographies/tomboys-survival-guide
http://www.unitybooksonline.co.nz/fiction-and-poetry/Crime/rather-be-the-devil-1
http://www.unitybooksonline.co.nz/history-and-politics/world-history/1606-william-shakespeare-amp-the-year-of-the-lear
http://www.unitybooksonline.co.nz/food-and-drink/food-writing/ten-food-commandments

